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Welcome to the fourth lecture of this week and today we will focus mostly on Nanocatalysts

which were mentioned when we were discussing fuel cells. So, in the previous two lectures we

discussed about a lot of materials that are useful for batteries, supercapacitors, solar cells, wind

turbine blades or any other system which were discussed in the earlier modules. And today we

will focus on the synthesis or the kind of materials that are used in fuel cells.

(Refer Slide Time: 01:12)

So, you will be able to see what is a nano catalyst, what are catalysts and their types, how do

they differ in properties, and finally, how do we define catalysis and what are the different types

of catalysis processes.



(Refer Slide Time: 01:35)

Again, similar to the way we have discussed earlier, you will be able to see the importance of

activation energy, the Arrhenius equation these two points have been discussed in earlier module,

but we will repeat these concepts here and I hope that they will become even more clear to you.

And two new concepts which will become known to you are dealing with homogeneous and

heterogeneous catalysis and absorption phenomena relate to these catalysts.
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So, a catalyst is defined as a substance that accelerates the rate of chemical reaction, but does not

take part in the reaction as per se and how does it increase the rate it actually gives an alternative

path for the reaction to take place. And what it also ensures that the rate determining step is

actually able to follow this alternative path.

This catalyst when used can lower the overall activation energy. Remember the concept of

activation barrier when we were talking about the use of temperature in supercapacitor devices

and how the effect of temperature which was increasing can reduce the barrier height and you

can see significant change in the capacity of super capacitors.

Similarly, a catalyst lowers the overall activation energy required to undergo a chemical reaction.

For example, let us see we are using manganese oxide as a catalyst here. Remember, we are at

one point we have used manganese oxide as a very useful electrode material for energy storage

device that is super capacitors. And MnO2 based super capacitors are already available in the

market. But now we are going to use MnO2 as a catalyst.

Hence, if you synthesize material, do not think that material can only be used for one application.

You will see that nanomaterials have a wide range of applications and they are mostly associated

with functionality. What do I mean by functionality, that means that these materials can be

simultaneously used for more than one application. So, either you can use the synthesize MnO2

powder for electron or if you want you can use this MnO2 for catalytic activity.

So, if you take this overall decomposition reaction of hydrogen peroxide then what happens, you

will see that you have the decomposition into 2H2O plus O2 of this hydrogen peroxide, but in

the second case we are using the catalysts.
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So, what happens if a catalyst is used, then you will see that the uncatalyzed reaction was having

the activation energy of 76 kilojoules per mole this activation energy is actually lowered to 57

kilojoules per mole with an increment in the rate constant by a factor of 1073 times. So, that is

what is happening your reaction is happening at a much, much faster rate and that is obtained

because of the addition of this catalyst.

So, what happens if you look into this process if you have added MnO2 MnO2 plus hydrogen

peroxide plus protons will give you Mn2 plus 2 H2O plus O2 and this 2 plus of Mn will react

with H2O2 give you manganese hydroxide plus 2 H plus. So, what happens again this

manganese oxide hydroxide reacts with H2O 2 gives back MnO2 plus water. So, you are actually

getting back MnO2 and this MnO2 can then again take part in the reaction.

So, you are obtaining the completion of the reaction at a much faster rate. So, you have obtained

O2 and you have obtained water and this is what your reaction is. So, the catalyst is getting

regenerated at the end of the reaction. Hence, there is no chemical change in the reaction which

you had initiated.
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And as you can see, the addition of the catalyst reduces the barrier height so, it reduces the

barrier height quite significantly. And we had already seen that according to the Arrhenius

equation that relates the rate constant of a reaction with the activation energy required to carry

out the overall reaction you know, k is equal to A e exponential minus Ea by RT, where Ea is the

activation energy, k is the rate constant, R is the gas constant, T is the absolute temperature in

Kelvin.

So, if the activation energy comes down that immediately your rate constants also increase

because you have this negative term in the exponent and that is the use of the catalyst. So, if you

want to have high performing fuel cells, where you are going to use catalyst, then you should

choose the right catalyst which can lead to significant enhancement in the rate constants.
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Till now, what have we understood that catalysts can reduce the activation energy required to

complete the reaction the rate constants can increase but the catalysts neither change the

equilibrium position nor does it alter the value of equilibrium constant in a reversible reaction.

So, catalyst is not taking part in the reaction if you say, so, it is recovered back.

(Refer Slide Time: 10:06)

What happens during the chemical reaction, the catalyst may actually go a physical change, but it

never undergoes a chemical change, that is it does not chemically react with either the reactants



or the final products. The catalyst is actually activating a chemical reaction, but it is never

initiating the same.

So, it can activate, but it is not the initiator and in a reversible reaction, the catalyst catalyses

both forward and backward reaction Thus, it does not alter the equilibrium position. You can

have steel selective catalyst or stereo specific catalyst. Stereoselective the catalyst prefer

predominantly as singles stereoisomers as the major product or stereospecific where the catalysts

particularly catalyses the formation of one of a pair of stereo isomers amongst the mixture of

products. So, you can have stereo selective catalyst or stereo specific catalysts.

(Refer Slide Time: 11:34)

You can also have negative catalysts. So, these catalysts are not necessarily actually increasing

the rate of reaction, they can actually also slow down the reaction, for an instance let us consider

the hydrogen, hydrogen peroxide decomposition case once again, but this time we are using

phosphoric acid as the catalyst.



(Refer Slide Time: 12:04)

And you will see that here you can have the slowing down of the reaction. Similarly, on the basis

of difference between the chemical phase of the reaction mixtures with respect to the phase of

catalysts, the process can either be homogeneous catalysis or heterogenous catalysis. The

homogeneous catalysis means that the catalyst is in the same chemical phase as that of the

reaction mixtures and you are having the homogeneous catalysis. And in these examples, you

will see that they are more prevalent when you are talking the occurrence of catalysis in gas or

liquid phases.
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In comparison you have heterogeneous catalysis, where the chemical phase of the catalyst is

different from the reaction mixtures. And generally, such catalysis occur on the surface of a solid

catalyst which has high surface area and porous structures. So, you can consider the Haber’s

process where you are using iron ore molybdenum based solid catalysts and you are obtaining

the nitrogen gas. So, more like heterogeneous catalysis.

(Refer Slide Time: 13:40)

Based on the absorption processes you can have various kind of processes associated with

catalysis you can have physisoptions or physical absorptions where which are weak absorptions



they are mostly associated with Wonderwall forces between the absorbent and the absorbent.

Mostly they are reversible and nonspecific, you will see the importance of this process when we

start talking about the BT technique for determining the specific surface area. And the enthalpy

of absorption lies in the range of what 20 to 40 kilojoules per mole.

You can have chemisorption, which is much stronger than physisorption. And here the

adsorption takes place in a way that you obtain chemical bonds between the absorbent and the

absorbate. If you are talking about chemisorption, then mostly you are talking about cases which

are irreversible and specific. And they are associated with much higher enthalpy, maybe up to

240 kilojoules per mole.
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So now, we have understood that they are catalysts, the catalysts actually help to increase the rate

constant, the catalysts actually will not take part in the reaction. So, I would like to have a

catalyst which actually is giving me a much enhanced performance than the earlier case that

means, I have used MnO2 with the given shape and size and now, I want to again use MnO2 but

the performance should be enhanced even further from this catalyst.

So, what can I do, so there are various strategies which are proposed and one of the most

common is by increasing the specific surface area because the chemical activity of the catalyst is

highly influenced by the overall specific surface area of these particles which are constituting the

catalyst and the second strategy which is there to increase the chemical activity is by decreasing

the grain size or particle size.

So, you can go to nano sized structures, but with much higher specific surface area. So, you will

understand why this topic is being discussed in this way, we have talked to you about

nanomaterials, we have talked to you about various synthesis protocols which are used to obtain

nanomaterials, you can go to very low dimension structures and you can also have various types

of oxides or structures using complex combination of different metal ions these can have very

different specific surface area.



And therefore, I already know a strategy of having a better catalyst that means, I am indicating

please synthesize catalysts which are having dimensions in the range of nanometres and you

ensure that they do not agglomerate, so that the available surface area remains high, you will get

a high performance catalyst. So, surface area of a catalyst is mostly therefore, given in terms of

meter square per gram and is given by A by rho V, where A is the area rho is the density and V is

the volume of the catalyst.

(Refer Slide Time: 18:15)

Along with that you can improve the performance of catalyst by making pore structures, so that

you ensure more and more particles taking part in the overall process and they are contributing in

increasing the rate constant because the absorbent or the absorbate have larger number of sites

where they can interact. So, you will have porous structures which can give you improve

performance.
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What do I mean by presence of active sites as I just said, so active sites on a catalyst can be a

transition metal ion or acid site or noble metal sites on a dispersed surface. So, active sites are

those where this catalyst or catalysis will take place. How are you going to ensure that, either

you can have pore structures, high surface area structures or you are going to tune their

morphologies, so that you can allow accessibility of interaction between the absorbate and

absorbent. So, if you talk about contact process, you can use medium pentoxide and then you can

have these kinds of activities taking place much faster.

(Refer Slide Time: 20:03)



Porous structures you can have ordered pore network, you can have high pore volume, you can

have high surface area and while you have these structures you can also have control structures.

So, it is not true that if you have porous structures then they are not ordered structures you can

have quiet ordered structures in them also.

(Refer Slide Time: 20:33)

For energy applications which we have discussed till now, the porous materials have large

number of advantages because, first of all they facilitate the charge transfer reaction at the

electrode interface as I just discussed. It provides good access or improved accessibility for the



electrolyte ion to intercalate inside the electrode and then deintercalated after we process is

complete, so during charging or discharging.

So, you can have improved intercalation processes if you have porous networks. The shorter

diffusion lens for the electrolyte ion transfer at the wall of the active material surrounding the

pores are very thin and hence you are having lowered charge transfer resistance. And hence, the

overall drop or loss is are much reduced. These kinds of advantages lead to excellent cycling

stability and a higher performance is obtained from the material. So, porous networks are very

useful in energy devices and more so, in devices which we have discussed over the last three

weeks.
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The other applications of these porous networks or porous materials lie in electromagnetic

shielding, they can be used as building materials insulators, gas separators, gas sensors, bio

reactors for catalysis obviously, or for filtration processes.
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Just to give you an example, this is an example where you have used copper oxide of two

morphologies this is solid and this is hollow, the one on the left is also porous. You can see that if

you are using this copper oxide for the reduction of P nitrophenol which is common waste or

pollutant in the industrial waste which is being directly thrown in reverse at it at many places

then if you can reduce them, then the pollutants which are actually entering the water can be

significantly reduced.

And if you use these porous networks then you can increase the rate constant by 6 to 7 times in

comparison to hollow structures. So, if you use solid structures, then you can reduce let the given

amount of pollutant in, let us say 30 minutes, then using the hollow structures or the poorer

structures you can complete the reduction process in as low as 5 to 6 minutes.

So, you have more efficient more faster processes and then you do not need to store water which

is coming out from the industry for larger duration and then you can let them flow out and then

you have much more efficient management of the waste water.
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Similarly, you can talk about the rate constant calculations and you can see that the rate constant

of copper oxide which is commercially available or copper oxides which are used, then they

actually vary by an order of magnitude and the ones which you would use would be the one

which have very high rate constants.

(Refer Slide Time: 25:05)

There are various types of porous materials which we have used as electrode materials earlier in

the devices. So, similar types of materials can also be used as catalysts. So, if you use let us say



cobalt oxide in super capacitors do not think that they are not going to be used anywhere else,

they are as useful in let us say fuel cell or gas sensing or filtration or similar processes, where

porous networks are required. You have used iron oxide in magnetic super capacitors, but they

are also useful at many other places.

So, these kinds of metal oxides which we have been discussing in this course, are having large

number of applications. So, I will repeat once again, material they can resynthesize using large

number of techniques.

(Refer Slide Time: 26:11)

They can have very different performance and you can choose the material as per the desired or

requirement of the end user. If the user wants to use the material in energy storage device, you

will use different structure of the metal oxide and if the user wants to use the same metal oxide

that is the metal oxide having the same chemical formula, but for catalysis then you will use a

different morphology with different porous structures, because they can clearly tune the response

characteristics of these devices.
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And the importance of these structures is driven by the fact that they are having surface area

which is high they also ensure improvement in the accessibility of electrolyte iron inside the

material. So, that larger number of active sites become accessible for either catalytic processes to

get initiated or even charged storage processes, which we have discussed earlier.

Because of this improved accessibility, what do you get, you have announcement in the reaction

kinetics. And therefore, you get significant increment in the reaction rate for constants, which

can improve catalytic activity or sensing activity if you are using these materials in for gas

sensing or you can have improved double layer formation or enhanced double layer formation if

you are using these kinds of materials in energy storage devices.
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Hence, after today's lecture, it must be very clear to you that synthesis of materials will play a

critical role in ensuring the usability of the various devices which we have discussed in this

course. There are various techniques by which you can fabricate these materials, you can use

these materials from solar cells to fuel cells, they have large number of functionality but one

thing which will remain unanswered till now is that you have made these materials and we are

talking directly about the application.

How do we understand that whether we have made these materials or not, whether they are

single phase material or impure materials and are these materials giving me the physical or

chemical characteristics by which I can decide the application of these materials. Therefore, the

characterization of these materials are paramount before they can be used in the device. As a

result, you must also know the characterization techniques which are used to characterize these

materials.

Because in this course, you have seen that materials will play a very important role to obtain the

desired device. So, you must also know the characterization techniques which are used to

characterize the physical or chemical properties of these materials. And in the final two weeks of

this course, we will therefore, focus on the characterization techniques that are used to



characterize these materials. And also, the details of the characterization techniques used to

characterize some of the devices discussed in this course will also be presented.
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These are the major reference from where the data were obtained and I thank you for attending

today's lecture.


