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Figure 1. 

Solution of the problem in Fig. 1: 

                                                       
  

    
 

Lake is very big. Hence, the lake water’s mass and temperature do not change because of the 

Aluminium block. The block attains equilibrium with the lake water and attains lake water’s 

temperature. 

We have, Tds = du + pdv 

For solids and liquids,     . Hence, TdsAl = du = CdT                       
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Integrating,          
     

     
            

 

 
  = change in entropy of the Aluminium block. 

     is negative as the Aluminium block is losing heat. The block’s entropy is decreasing. 



 

The process is isothermal for the lake water. Hence, it is reversible. 

For the lake water,    
  

 
. Integrating,         

 

 
. 

Now, heat gained by the lake water = heat lost by the aluminium block =   (           )  

      . 

Heat gained by the water is + 6 MJ. Hence,         
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Total entropy change during the process = entropy change of the universe = entropy change for 

the aluminium block + entropy change for the lake water =        
 

 
. 

The entropy changes for the lake water and the aluminium block are not equal. The entropy is 

not conserved. We will soon see the principle of increase of entropy in this context. The only 

way to reduce the entropy of a system is to transfer heat out of the system. For an isolated 

system, the entropy cannot reduce. Hence, the entropy of the universe cannot decrease as it is the 

isolated system. If all the processes are reversible, then the change in entropy of the system is 0. 
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